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The ‘Dream Team’!
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BELONGING AND BELIEVING

Gill Vaisey- EYFS and RE Lead.
National religion and worldviews
adviser and writer of high quality
RE curriculum materials for
practitioners and pupils.
('Belonging and Believing' series
2021).

Jan McGuire- Pedagogical Lead.
Twenty-four years classroom RE
teacher. National religion and
worldviews education adviser and
writer. (VAT in RE and Big Ideas
projects 2021).

Trudy Sore- Digital Technology
Lead. Specialist in creating
synchronous live sessions with
asynchronous content.




Team Practitioners

Catriona Card - EYFS
Practitioner Lead.
Reception teacher and RE
Subject Leader at Berkeley
Primary School,
Scunthorpe, NATRE
executive member and
presenter on RE in the
Early Years at national and
local RE conferences.
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BELONGING AND BELIEVING

EARLY YEARS

Naomi Emison - EYFS
Practitioner Lead.
Reception teacher and RE
Subject Leader at Mickle
Trafford Village School,
Chester.

Sally Giovanelli — EYFS
Practitioner Lead. RE and
Art Subject Leader at
Danegrove School. East
Barnet. 30 years’
experience with EYFS
including establishing a
Nursery Unit, advises and
supports teachers in other
schools with planning and
delivery or RE.
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:
* To influence the quality of * To empower educationalists and
religion and worldviews EYFS pupils, by providing a high-

education for EYFS pupils and
educationalists nationally, to
facilitate greater understanding
of the diverse and plural lived
experience of individuals and
communities within society.

quality religion and worldviews
model digital curriculum tool, to
support their knowledge and
understanding of this complex,
essential discipline.




Intended Outcomes:

Teachers:

Increased confidence in a
worldviews approach with Early
Years children.

Increased skills in teaching RE
through a VAT approach.

Inspired by the digital tool to be
creative in exploring religion and
worldviews.
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Pupils:

More engaged, excited, challenged
in religion and worldviews
education.

Inspired to learn through the
digital tool and the VAT approach.

More equipped to live in an
increasingly diverse plural society.




Combining 3 areas of expertise &3 )
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BELONGING AND BELIEVING
and resources...
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The Digital Tool: exploring kindness £ )

BELONGING AND BELIEVING

through Wilf and his humanist family.

Belonging @
and " ﬁ@v ,.; )

The VAT of

Belonging and Believing

K ‘, ~<
‘?":-5' s I A R I A;;,_'
A' 2 Y

Interactive digital tool
for early years children
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32 interactive slides explore the concept of
kindness and how Wilf and his family try to support the
happiness of others through their acts of kindness.
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The Essential Teacher’s Guide

provides valuable support to ensure selongins and Believing

the VAT pedagogical approach

embedded within the tool is fully

utilised and the extensive layers of
resources within the tool are N
recognhized and enjoyed. An interactive

@ digital tool for
early years children m“}




VAT in RE pedagogical
approach embedded
in the tool:

Vocabulary “

Artefacts

Learning Bus
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The VAT icons on the slides with teachers’ notes behind, are an essential part of
the tool. They provide guidance and support for the teacher, helping to layer the
learning for the pupils.
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Interactive dual coding activities within the slides:




Key concepts highlighted for different worldviews...
for Wilf it is Happy People.
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Inspired by the song used earlier in the tool, pupils can collect kindness words and
put these into a class bucket. The words included are key concepts and values
linked to Wilf and his humanist family.
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Five slides show how Wilf’s family put their beliefs into action, providing examples
of ways in which the family show kindness to others.
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PDF resources are provided to download for additional support in the classroom.
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How do you like
to help others?




Audio narration throughout the tool. Wilf’s text narrated by himself.
Teacher’s narration by one of our practitioners.
Video clips of Wilf embedded in Slides 16 and 24.




Three slides provide interactive learning opportunities to become familiar with
the Happy Human symbol. It’s important for teachers to help children make
the connection and understand that acts of kindness can lead to happiness.

Can you spot the odd one out?

Which of these
Happy Human symbols
is different?




Via an interactive quiz, five slides offer opportunity for reflection

and assessment of learning by recapping the ways in which Wilf
and his family show kindness towards others, exemplifying their

humanist beliefs. ; what do Wilf and his
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Leaners can select the answer they think is correct — and get a
‘Yes, that is the right answer’ or ‘Oops, that is the wrong answer’
response slide.
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Yes, that is the right

answer.
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Final slide congratulates the children on their learning and provides
a final overview of the beliefs expressed through actions.

Well done, you have
remembered five things that
Wilf and his family do to be
kind and to make others

happy.

Click the button to finish. 6



Trialling, refinement and 2K :
. . . BELONGING AND BELIEVING
dissemination:

e 41 teachers across 18 schools
www.thevatofbandb.co.uk

e Positive feedback

e Refinements made

* Now freely available to use in the classroom via the website

Further feedback and suggestions welcome: thevatofbandb.co.uk/contact/



https://thevatofbandb.co.uk/contact/
http://www.thevatofbandb.co.uk/

Testimonial:

“To begin with I felt a bit daunted as | knew
nothing about this worldview, but after
playing with the resources and book at
home, | felt a lot more confident.

After meeting Wilf, a real boy and his family,
the children in my reception cohort were
completely engaged and eager for more. We
use the bucket song, our class bucket, and
the kindness of Wilf and his family most days
to reinforce how to be nice. | always show
the slides to help the children remember.”

Charlotte Skinner, Undy Primary School
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TEACHER’S GUIDE Start Here!
The VAT of
Belonging and Believing Check out the

Teacher’s Guide

then try the tool!

An interactive www.thevatofbandb.co.uk

& digital tool for &

early years children 'E‘d



http://www.thevatofbandb.co.uk/
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